The nervous system and the anatomy of expression: Sir Charles Bell's anatomical watercolors.
This chapter examines Sir Charles Bell's visual inquiries into the nervous system. Taking as our cue four watercolors currently housed in the UCL Art Collections, we explore Bell's approach to representing the brain and the nervous system by placing these works in the broader context of his visual approach to anatomy and his equally committed practices in the visual arts. We show that Bell's visual displays aimed at the production of complex arguments that brought together theoretical and systematic knowledge, experimentation on the nervous system, and aesthetics.